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Since the Secretary of War yielded to tbt eameat 
«olicitatioii8 of a caucus, composed of H small hut select 
tiumber of his friends, in the I legislature df South' Caro- 
lina; to be considered as a Candidate fbr the Next Presi- 
dency, he has made more noise flian all the other 
{rt^sidential candidates together, v'hiis h6 has been ena- 
bled to do, chiefly by the officers' of our shoiding anby^ 
who hare also obtmned hiis consent to b^consiTOr^-an 
their candidate: An efficientcor}>8 of newspaper editors 
has been recruited, organized, and equifiped, for the ser« 
Vice of the War Department, and well drilled and dlfir- 
ciplined under a proper head, established at the seat of 
Government. These editors have sounded his praises 
throughout the Union, with undaunted courage and' un- 
remitting exertion. If we are to believe one half they say 
in favor of their youthful candidate^ his talents, greatly 
transcend the limits we have heretofore ascribed- to the 
human intellect Compared with him, even Washing- 
ton aiid Jefferson must be considered its sdccmdary cha- 
racters. 

He is represented as a Star ^' in our political flr- 
manent, whosfe rising effulgence has attracted the eyes of 
the \merican Feqile/' — ^^ exciting: new hopes and antL> 
cipations." 

That this young gentleman has suddenly become a 
star of the first magnitude, is partly explained by the edi- 
tors of the Franklin Gazette, who very gravely infoirm 
their readers, that Calhoun hurst upon the world. Of 
course, this luminary has not shed his light upon us bj[^ 
degrees, like the rising sun. but has stnick 0s with all his 



iDeridiao splendors at once^ and thus be-dazzUed and 
confounded no small portion of our younger politicians. 

This is a new and bold experiment on the part of 
the Secretary, and if it shall prove, successful, we shall 
have young gentlemen bursting upon us from all quarters. 

• ur Presidents thus far, have gradually risen to their 
elevated stations^ by a long series of faithful and impor- 
tant services- perfbrmod for ibeir country f. and it is not 
believed, that the confidence of the people can be sud- 
denly gainedf by -any splendid innovations >upon the 
course^ hitherto pursood and consecrated by the patriots 
who have presided over ther councils of the nation. 

. i The li>fty.[ltetension»of the army candidate, have 
as y«t, recciivedbut little notice, fromtl^os^ who think be 
h^n no claim to tlie high character be assumes^ becausa 
tbey have neY«r briieved that be could possibly succeedi 
in his ambitious vi#ws. I'hey have never believed that 
a whole host of editors, cou-ld write a gentleman of Mr, 
Gaiboun's age and merits, into the Presidency, even with' 
^ of all the officers of the standing army. There are 
ciiircdmstancesy. however, which render ii important t» 
examine, with some attention, his assumed superiority of 
character and intellect, and bis pretended merits on the 
score i»f service, : 

Although it has been evident for several months 
past; to the blindest of his flatterers, and even to himselfi 
the most blind of alU that he can have no prospect (tf jre- 
c^iving more than tlie vote of bis own state; yet his agents, 
civil and military^ are pressing their operations with as 
much industry and zeal, as if he was seriously to be held 
up.us a Candidate b^ the last The objects of these ap* 
parently desperate measures, are not misunderstoofK — 
One, peHiaps the nearest to the "Secretary* s heart, U to 
crush what remains of the old democratic party^ in Con* 
gress, under the pretence of extirpating radicalism. A ne- 
ther is to gait) as large a stock of popularity as possible, 
to be passed dVer, ftv a valuable ecmsidei*ation, to the 
northern candidate for the Presidency. As to the first, 
mpch has already been done under tli^ lute system of a- 
malgamaTMig parti<^. As to the other, it remains yet to. 
be seen, bow far the popularity thus ^o be created, may 
be of anegociable or transferrable nature. 
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When Mr. Cfflhoun receivQcl the appoiutment of 
JSecretary of. War, after it bad been offered ti) ^^overnor 
Shelby, JAv. liowndes, and VIr. Clay^ and refused by 
them all, it did not occur to blm, that he, could by aqv 
possible process ripen himself into a presidential candi> 
.date before he should reach the age of forty; although he 
liad fully made op his mind, to rnie pver this people in 
4ue season. His immediate aim was ti^ provide a 9uita- 
.ble successor to >lr. Monroe, who might hold on a few 
years, until his own character and pretensions ^hoti^ be- 
eome more fully matured. 

Some Presidents have been accused of selecting their 
successors; but this President, ^/tatia to be, is endeavor- 
mg to selcqt his predecessoi^ and, thos make provisifis, 
ihat the good people of this counitry^ shuU not be in want 
^ of presidents or presidential candidateis, for at, le^a^st six- 
teen or eigi/teen years to come. 

It will be rec Elected that in 1818, ^/Ir. ^alhpnn and 
his immediate friends, were very solicitous to select a 
northern candidate for the pi esidency. Ihey openly de- 
clared that the people of the north had a fair claim to this 
high office; that the gentlemen of the south were on this 
occasion, governed by the most liberal principles and feel- 
ings, and were disposed to do justice to every part of the - 
U nion. These professions of liberality however^ .deceiv* 
, ed no body. 

Although no President ha}I ever been elected from 
a state south of Virginia, which, in fact, is now one of 
the middle states; yet all the Presidents fi'om this state 
have been charged to the south, as mnch so as if they had 
been eleeted from the Carelinas or from <nEeorgia. Mr. 
Calhoun saw clearly, that if the next presiden should be 
elected from the Houth, the claims.of the North and West 
eight years hence, would be soch^ as not to be i*esisted; 
and of course that his turn to be elected^ would not pro- 
bably arrive under sixteen or ei^teen years,, for whidh 
he had not patience to wak And hence aros^ his great 
liberality towards the gentlemen of the North. 

In two. or three years after he wa9. placed ;^t tjhe 
head of the War Department, bis ejLtrem^ indulgence ^o 
the officers of the army was aucbr ^^.lo ^ain ?heir entire. 
A^oaSdence. Theyrewatded \\m m^ ^xJtowQ^OL^^^c^^^ 
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plause^ andconrerredoiihiin the endearing tide of Father 
of the Army. This gave new energy to his ambition.-^ 
He began to conclude, thai althongh nothing could be 
more Opposite in their natures, than the Father of the 
Army, nnd'the Father of the Country, he could reconcile 
contradietioDs^ aiid become the latter without ceasing (6 
be' the fbrider. Forthwith, lie resolved to be' the imme- 
diate successor of Mr. Monroe. His liberality towards 
the gentlemen of the nor(h began to subside. It appear- 
ed to hiw very clearly, that tlie claittis of the South, were 
pot at this time to be overlooked. Mississippi, Alabamir, 
and Louisiana, were to be taken into the account. The 
SbiHHctii states, jbrdperly speaking, had never given a 
Pi'esidcJtit to il}ie tJnidn^ although they had been always 
Willing to do ;so. While this was the case, it seemed 
preposti^rotis to select k President, from the north and 
^not only from the same state, but from the same family, 
that had| alre!idy given us 6ne. A coldness took place 
between Mrl Calhoun and Mr. Adams, followed by jea- 
lousy and rivalship. ^r. Calhoun had calculated upon 
receiving the votes of Pennsylvania, because his father 
was born thive as }ie' allefdges; which most flattering cir- 
cuinsitance, had intoxicated some of the sober citizens of 
that ^*eilt state. But the toucus atHarrisburg last spring 
pntii: stop 'to his dreams of immediate. power; and then 
his liberality towards the gentlemen of the north, began 
ag^in to rise. Confidence between these rivals was res- 
'toteld; and it is said'.a coalition has been formed between 
them, niihtuaHy, benefii^ial, and satisfactory to the parties 
'and theMiiniheldiatefriendsi Oh toe other hand, howe- 
ver, it Is alled,g^, tliAt Mr. Calhoun denies this coalition, 
arid that sp^akin^ of the several candidates he declared 
positively, that each roan sailed his own ship; which, 
pirobsibly gave rise^ to this' vastly pretty paragraph res- 

Eating him, which lAitely appeared in the Franklin 
azette^ — ^* Uke'a giEillaiilii: vessel on a troubled ocean, 
he proudly stems the oppodng current; and with calm 
and steady dignity^ glides towards the destined harbour^ 
Ms course dnly 'Acmlerated by the agitation of the elc- 
merit oil wHIcfr4t&mdves;'' Notwithstanding all this, it 
-is believed that Mr. Calhoun does not sail upon his own 
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bottom, bdt that ke ex^ts to' be tewciA ibto harboiir l^ 
the Adialkrs /• ^ ^ . r 

What is Mr. Oalboun, or what has he done^ thut 
oiititles him to the onboiiiided praises bestowed opoa bim 
by the officers of the army and his corps of Editors? 
''- ' Mr. Calhoun was a distiogQished oratpr in the House 
4df Repr?isentativey for five orsixj^ears. But among thotp 
w4m were in the Honse with him^ there were several t4 
his: saperiors. Mr. Lowndes and Mr. Cheves from>his 
own state were decidedly so^ as were also/Mr. Clay, Ml. 
I^itc^kney^ Mr. Htbekton and Mr. Webster; Mr. Grun- 
dy, Mr. Oakley, Mr. Forsyth, Mr. Orosvernor,. and 
Mr. Gaston, were generally considered as his equals. To 
be ranked however, with these gentlemen, l^lplies a high 
degree of excellence in the art of oratory, which Mr. CaU 
honn certainly possesses. He has also the meiit of having 
joined a very large majority in both houses of Congress, in 
asserting tbe honor of our country, and in. supporting the 
administration in all the measures necessary for bringing 
the late war to a fortunate concldsion. 

Thus far we are bound to applaud his character and 
conduct; and had be remained in Congress, his appro- 
priate theatre, it is probable he would have continued to 
render important services to his country, which as Secre- 
tary of War it is believe<1, he never has done. 

Mr. Calhoun was distinguished as an orator, but ne- 
ver as a writer. In his communications to con§ress,.al- 
though some of them are much laboured, there is no ap* 
proach to elegance or even neatness of style. He fre- 
quently aims ac brevity, but in this, he crouds without con- 
densing his materials; for which reason his sentences are 
sometimes obscure and perplexed. It is indeed remark- 
able, that a gentleman of his acknowledged talents, and 
classical education, should not, in his long ami continued 
practice of writing, have acquired a better style. 

As to his ideas of Inisiness, they are altogether too 
magnificent for the affairs of this country, during the pre- 
sent age. - His aim has been to surround himself with 
subordinate heads of departments, who are to perform 
the duties formerly appertaining^ to his office, by which he 
is to e;sroape the responsibWy, niiiV Wnr, c>«t^.«»i^\^ftN^s^ ^ 



Hit details of Jbiiibinesd. • ' hi feet to asiNuhiit^te hjis di^{iaifU 
ment to many important establishments in Great Britaiii, 
Where the Head er^aystiiejemolumfsnts and patMinage of 
office, while the duties and responsibilities rest upon "su- 
bordinate agents* ^ v;; 
Of bis expanded views of business: as well as econo- 
wy, wc niay fonu a tolerable » estimate, liy examining bis 
plan of reducing the army from ten td^six thousand men^ 
made in obedience to a resolution of tbe House of Repr0* 
sentatives of the iltb of May, 18S0 In this he propo- 
ses to retain a geoeivl staff, sufficient in maiiy respects^ UK 
-an army of twenty thousand nien-^\ iz: ' 

, ^'2 Major'Gefterals, 

4 Aids (fe Cam p^^jbaUerns of the line; 

• 4 Bri^dter Generals. ' '■ 

■ ■ 4 Aid de Camp-— «ub|iUerns of thfe line. 

1 judg« Advocate. - 

6 Topographica* Engineers. ' . 
; * 1 AdJQUnt and Inspcjtor General.. 

2 Adjutants Cfeneml, -y 

4 Assistants Ad utants General, / ^i'licbc to Ik; ofHcers of the 
2 Inspector's General, r liiic as vacancies oixur. 

4 Aasistunt lnsf)ectors General^ J 

1 Quarter Master General. 

2 Deputies Quarter Mast<fr General. 

16 Assistant Deputy' Quarter Muslurs General. 

' '19 Pay Musters. : .. 

.1 Cominissai'y.Ccnenil for tJK* Purdiasln[; DepurtmenU 

1 Assistant CommissfU'v General. 

2 Stqtckeepers. 

1 Comniissary General for the Subsistejjce Department, and witU 
as many Assistant Commis^ancs as the sel'vico may require^- 
all subalterns of the line. 
1 Surgeon General. 
'3 Assistant Surg-eons General. 
'■ t Apothecary Girneral, 
^ Assistant ApoUiGearics* 
25 Surj;eto:;» * . " 

'I 44 Aswait;u)t surgeons. *' 

•- • ' . 

It is truly surprising that a llepuUicau Secrctaify^ 

should submit 9uch ^ plan to a Jiepublican Congress. It 

smhciis of the ari^y as strongly as if General Brown him- 

^c7^ Jjiid drawn it up. 7lie fiicnds of tt\c feect^v^xv 



shroatc fttMftikevekliibitioii. HtiTsiicTiia plan been pro* 
posed by a ^ecntmry of War, in ibe time of Mr. Adams^ 
wbat a root would have been made about it, by tbe iiadi- 
cate of that day^ then called democrats and di><^organizers^ 
All the terrors of the sedition law could not: tmve kept 
ifaem qaiet. 

Tb\9y however^ was nearly the General Staff, itt 
18(8, for an army of ten thousand men, with which the: 
Secretary then appeared to be satisfied. 

jUn the iltli of December of that year, h^ made a 
report^ in obedience to a resolution of the House- of KLe^ 
presentatiines* asking; ioforiBatiMi^ whether any reduotioi^ 
could be made tAftne<peaci^ establishment of the United 
tkates, with safety to tb^ ptibliQ 'Service^ and whetberany 
alteration ought to be made jn<!this^ ration established hy 
lawv ftc. >:Ib this report be sajrsy ^^Itis believed that the 
organizAtioo of the War Department, as well as the ge- 
neral staff of the army^ is not susceptible of much im- 
provement'' ^^ Every department of tbe army, -chni^d 
with disborsementsy' .has now <a prd|ier bead, who under 
the laws and regnlatinnsy is responsible for its adminis* 
tration. The Head of the Department is thus freedfrom 
detail^ and bas leisare to insect and control tbe whole of 
the disbursements.'^ 

'I he Head of tlie Department t^us freed fnomdetaU^ 
bas aTso leisure to attend to thehnsioes^of the Cabinet ifr-*« 
consider tveatie.s«^*^egulate appointments and a variety of 
other matters, for #l^cbr his talents ane mere peculiar^ 
suited, than for the laborious detail of the proper business 
of the War Department. ! 

As a farther support of the Department, tbe Major 
(pi^eneml is now stationed at ihe seat of government, where 
tiiB services properly appertaining to bis office, cannot be 
Wanted, (wfaere.there is no army, a,nd where, it is hoped, 
there: will be noiip, while our country retnains at peace,) 
for the avowed purpose of i^iding the ^^eeretary of Waii^ 
in the performance of those duties, which require a know- 
ledge of the minntiib and details of tbe^ wttty.^ 

;*KoTi.^On the 15th Apnl, 1833» Mr. StcrUi|p of N. York» the confitlen- 
tiai friend of Mr. Calhoiiny. in s speech in favor of retaining a major general 
in our picace establishment^, declared that f < it was impossible for the Secre^ 
tflfry of War to be fawinhn* with the mtnutise awl det^ls of tbe army. Bjr thi^. 



Mr. (klhonn w^reeB from ddiails,i«^kU-itiifKMieid 
upon fermdr Becretaries much')aiK»iN;mil TesiMmsil^lUy; 
tbe con^qup/pce is, that he pays but litdeftttentioQ to the«e- 
detailB, and probably knows Ibss of tbem, than aiiy 
fbrnier Secretary, and trusts more than any: of th^m. 
have done, to clerks and other subordinate agents. — 
And Congress have io trust them too, instead of relying 
upon the 'respousibiiiiy of tbei Secretary, of ^ whicji the 
above report affords a; notable instance. 

The part of the resolution respecting the ration, was 
referred to the Hni^uA General,, who writes to the Se- 
cretary, a lougletter of nin^'acUvapag^.informkighiniy 
among other important matters, >^ that man Jkraa not ori^- 
nally caraivorous,"-4-»Aiid that ^Hhe hoi^se may .-be tau^ 
to live upon meat^^' and'this, the Uecretary commanieatei 
to the House of Hepreseqtatives for the information of 
the members, most of whom were ettioie^ntly. caniivorous^ 
and not one of whom ever, thought of dining npon corn- 
blades, or feeding his: horsQuptui bacon, nor ever heard 
of any such thing, befpre this reponk, unless we except the 
case of the man ^< whp in pure Idndness to his horse, 
buttered his hay." 

Mr. Calhoun controls general fesults without attends 
ing to the details of business. The pernicious conse- 
quences of tills system are severely felt by the public. He 
-wishes to divide the duties as well as responsibility of his 
iefllce. Business is perplexed by too much division, and 
V^-liAve abmdant experience to*teadins, that as we di** 
ivide, we weaken responsibility. 

Mr. Calhoun in lii^^ congressional career, was not 
Temarkable for investigating his subjects with close ap- 
plication or regular system. Une of his .^reat eulogists, 
{author of sketches of some of the prominent characters 
of the United Htates] admits that ^Mr. Calhoun wants 
consistency and perse verence of mind, and seems incapa- 
rlile of long, continued, and patient investigation'' and af- 
ter speaking in die most exalted terms of his eloquence, 
he adds — ^'Mr- CalluMiois one of those, wbom yon Cati 

oiilcer he can be aided in the most effectual 'An^l useflil manner, and finecd 
iromanlntolerableluirthen, which is inconvenient, if not incompatible with 
. the dischargee of his other numerous and pressing dattesw" See National In. 
lellj^encerof 23d April, 1822. 
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only trace like the comet, by the light he casts upon his 

path, or the blaze he leaves in his lrain« .But the situation 

to whicli he has been recently elevated, has-i fear, 

abridged bis sphere of usefulness, anil as Secretary of 

; War, Mr. Calhoun* who occupied eviiry tongue during 

' the sessaon of the national legislature, may dwindle into 

- obscurity, but will never te forgoUeuiV 

Without a capacity for long* continued, and patient 
invest]gation4 no one can be a man of business; and Mr. 
Galboun altiiough a brilliant oraior, was not considered 
in Congress^, as a man of business, in the proper sense of 
the wonU An orator, and a man of business in Congress, 
are frequently very distinct things. It is easily shewn 
that Mr. Calhoun took an active and decided part in most 
of the important subjects debated in the House of iiepre- 
sentatives; and we have members enough who speuk elo- 
quently and ably upon every question, but who really 
have but little capacity for business. 

Th»» eulogist presumed that because Mr. Calhoun 
was wanting in the essential requisites of an able and 
useful Secretary of War, he must consequently dwindle 
into obscurity 4 No conclusion could be more erroneous. 
Mr. Calhoun s< far f mm dwindling into obscurity, has 
endeavoured to dazzle the nation with the novelty and 
splendour of his atchievements, and his success has cost 
tne counlry some millions ordollars. He will not dwin- 
dle into obscurity, while his man;nificent and visionary 
schetnes continue to drain our ti'easury. He wjll not be 
forgotten, while thip Yellow Stone expedition, or Rip Hap 
contracts shall be remembered. 

Whatever has been said to place this aspiring Secre- 
tary, in the ii^tellectual scale, above the first men of our 
country — of his acquiring by intuitiou, what other men 
can only acquire by application and stady — ^Whatever 
has been said of the li .:htning glance of l»is v iml, )iis 
splendor, bis effulgence, his hnrsting upon the world, and 
a thousand -other such fooleries, deserves only to be treat- 
ed with ridicule Hut What ha* been said' of hfs econo- 
tay- atid the gt^at savin j^s he has tnade for the* nation; as 
it is Cjalculateftio impose n[^n the public, deserves, and 
' ■' shallrecArvte^^tiibfe a serious noti<:e. • *y^ 1' '^^ 

♦ 'R-eta the «08th numiber rf the New York Pi^triot, 
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' edited by (3ol. Gardner/ we take the foUowing quotafioD: 

' ^^Is thereab individual among the promising candidates, 

' the structure of whose moral feelings and sentimefuts, the 

eleinentary principle of whose character, fonh a striking 

resemblance to (hose of Washington ? We imost oonfi- 

dentlv answer in the affirmative^' If, since the' dajrs of 

: \l^ ashingtbn, a Star has appeared in vur political fir^ 

mamenf, whose rising effulgence has' oUrnuiteA the eyes 

of the American F^opla, and inspired the realfriendu of 

the country with new and peculiar hopes and aiitieipa^ 

• ^ tions^ if an individual has risen among us^ who has ch^l?- 

■ ed in the bosom of patriotism, the unavailing i*egret, while 

it has mourned ^ver thememory of Washington, thnt.in- 

dividual is Mr. Calhoun. 

^^ We take the positioti with confidence, that there is 

./Dot a prominent man in our country, wbc^se private and 

political character bears sostrdng a resemblance to Wash- 

-. mgton, as that of Mr. Calhoun, and if a resemblance to 

Wa'shiiigtdn is arpn>per test in selecting the next piiesi- 

• dent, Mr. Calhoun will he elected J* - 

As- this is the first time the officers of the Army have 
/undertaken to make a president, something new was ex- 
' pected of them As that they would bedaub their caudi- 
date with a profusion of tinsel and gold lace, display 
soniething of the ^^ pride, pomp, and circumstance of glo- 
. rious war,'' and so forth; for all which, the public was 
was prepared to make (lue allowance. But to exhibit 
: him as a new Star rising in our political firmanent, whose 
effulgence has attracted the eyes of the American People, 
is a dashing evolution, an intrepid plunge into the regions 
of folly, that has astonished the nation. These officers 
have sent up their yoang candidate like a sky -rocket., en- 
veloped in blaze and $Uioke to the wonder and admira* 
tion of all beholders, but in this, decency haisi been out- . 
,; raged, and commt>n sen^e dismissed the service^ 

We have never iiad any thing like this before, jnnd 

. . it is to be hoped, we may never have any like it hereafter. 

. ;. The other caiulidHtes for the presidency, make nO; pre- 

, tet «*ionj3 to the lustre or effulgence of starsw they are decent, 

modest, opaque bodies^ refiecting only borrowedli.ii , and 

«iovi:i^ uiiuui o|Min : be surface of the earthy Aiucb after 

the manner and fashion of other mortals. 
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, In ifae Coliraibia Telescope, if Hotiife Carolina, of 
thegth ii¥ AprjU'l^S- we'tiaVe HiefoHowing ektrkct of a 

^ letter froDl a gentleman at WashMgtftfi,— ^Calhodri witt 

: be the -next President. . :For"^e.b'eiidit of tfae coiintrj', 
' Ood grant he may.' ' South Cai'bti'n'a Uas giveii fo the tta- 
tion, the ablest man whoever jUled the' War Department, 
and unless pebUcopinifm be' moat folUble. will sdon pre- 

I'^tfent our i^'ouotry, with as ,greaia'Statesmaitaa et}«r 
' preeidei ever this PeJitple. 1 cannot in reflecting an this 
subject, avoid recurring to the declaration of the lament' 
-ed IH' Dwi^t^tbndei'uin,^ Gatbaun^ tibat he liad at one 
and twenty, talents enoughfor a President of tl)e'17mted 
Htates. ■Tkerewds aometking of Prophecy in -it" ! ! ! 
HoOa sh!tll:bea9gieai.a^tateBnia1i,.Ecc. Soon her^ 
meanBthe4th of Mai'ch,,t8Sii. If ty that time, Mr. 
Calhoun, with inch oppo: tunities.of acquiring knowledge 
as these tifnes afford, shall be as gretft' a statesman as 
Washington',. A'datis, JeJt-rsoD, VTadwbn or Muiiroe, 

' with alUheir*x'peHenCe,ic(|uipe^ daring along-serreB of 
ardiMJUB andiifapoitantservires, {ierforjried for purcon'Btry, 
in times of our greatest advewitj^ as w*ell as , pWisperity, 

' he must indeed, be the moBtexfraOrdiiraty joinng man, that 
evef attracted the eves'of the \nienpan PeOT>Ie. And at 
all events be has very exfraowllnarj' fiietids. ' ; 

Ih the eame^aper w^ have a commdnicatioi) headed 
" Fconomj — Air. Calhoun." — " There is no vittoe so 
necessary in a replilican govcininent aa economy," &c. 
In the same pflpea- of the 1 6th of April, 1833, we 

'. ftgain have *' Economy — Mr. Calhoun." — " threat sav- 
ings in the War Tlepartinent' — " By the splendor ofhia 
own mcrita]K [meaning Mr. CttUuiuii] alcliievcd hie 
course to power iinil influence, by theforct^ of his own 
diihiy, and the strength of hia uwn ivtegrittf, he liaa 

, 'maintained his sltiialiiin, daily eulaigiag the dicle of hi» 
iffcihrepuiation, and traiisniittini; the solid and permanent 

...Wnefits of his' administration into every, seciion of the 
,tTnion." Trash like, this, enough to fill a volume, might 

' iaaily be collected from the public papers of lie last two 
years..,., ^ 

Economy and Calhoun are kept together, pn^bly 
in stereotype, in these newspapera, as if tbeie was really 
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some coDnexioQ btiiWeea Hiem;, aaif U«y were converti- 

. ble terms; aa if tbey^meaiU the saine thing, or as if Cal- 

, houa was econuitiy |>er9unified. .But tbis Ishii unnalu- 
ral aBsoc^atioii; only tu be- foand in.the newspapers. .A 

. .little examination will shew that Mr. Calhoun is a total 
stranger to economy.. 

. How did hecotfsuU economy in his efforts to perpe- 

. tuate the abuse of brevet pay to the officers of the army, 

: wfaicb abase, Oongcess were iinde^ the necessity of cor- 

■'. rectingbj law? 

f Uaw'did heconialt economy tu his efforts to prevent 

' every proper reductba of the army? 

. How (lid he consult economy in bis wild and vision- 
ary scheme of sending an army to the Yellow Stone river 

' '^teen hundred miles up the Missotiri, or.iu the expen- 
sive rnd wretched manner, in which a part of that expe< 
dition wa« conducted? 

How did he consult economy. ;n'hea !be loaned, or 

. advanced without- authority to Daoiel Buzzard, ten 
jtbousand dollars of the public money, to build a powder 
mill for tlie naid Buzzard, which loan was to remain three 

., years without interest, and then to be returned, not in 
money, but in powder which was not wanted, and at a 
-price much above its va|ue? 

How did he consult ecoaomy in the Rip Rap con- 

.,, tracts?, . . ■ , . 

These and many other cases of a simitar character, 
; present interesting subjects for critical examiuation. I 
shall, however, select a subject fur a future communica- 
tion, depending chiefly iiptm ppcuinentaiy. evidence, 
which will affoi-d a very distinct view of Mr. Calhoun'e 
systt^m of eceobmy. ,1 mean his causing^ 3811 men to be 
recruited for the service of the year. i8S0, when Congress 
restricted the recruiting for that year to 1500 men; or, in 
other words, his recruiting 1500 men by the authority of 
Congress, aDd i?! I, by the authority of the War Depart- 

,.' ment; and this after he had been required by the House 
of lieprcsentatives, to report a plao for reducing the army 
from 10,000 to 6.000 men. 

. , . ... CAssirs. ■ 
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^^ Cheat savings in the War Department^ 

* ;. ' CollmbiaTblescope. 

The power of the Secretary of War had arrived at 
its highest point about the close of the year 1819. He 
had produced a strong impression upon the Members of 
Congress, as well as upon the puplic, that to oppose his 
measures, was to oppose the administration of me Presi- 
sident of the United States; and thus he availed himself, 
to a certain extent, of die weight of Mr. Monroe's char- 
acter. He had also produced another strong impressiofi, 
which still seems to prevail, that he had more influence 
than any other member of the cabinet, in procuring ap- 
pointments to office; and, this, however groundless, has 
been of the greatest advantage to him. It has given him 
extensive influence, and added prodigiously to the fasci- 
nation of his manners. It has brought to his party, all 
the office hunters in the Union; and taken collectively, 
they are a very formidable body." 

His measures thus far, although considered as wild 
and extravagant by some'of ttie old fashioned republicans, 
had met with ho decided opposition by a majority of ieith- 
er -house of Congress. But his estimates of the appro- 
priations neceessary for his tiepartment For the year f ^80, 
startled those, who had placed some reliance on his 
hjfs prudence and talents for business. Even those who 
had believed all the accounts of the *^ great savings in the 
War Department," now began to examine for themselves 
into his expenditures. Th,e consequence of which was, 
that a majority of both houses of Congress concurred in 
the propriety of arresting the Secretary in his favorite. 
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but useless and extravagant scheme, of sending an army 
to the Yellow : jtone River, fifteen hundred miles up the 
Missouri. They determiiied to check the recruiting ser- 
vice, which he was urging widi as much ardour, as if a 
tx)werful enemy had invaded our shores, and was march- 
ing to Washington. And what was still more offensive, 
they adopted ineasiires for reducing the army td six- Aou- 
sand men. 

For these wd similar offences, they have been stig- 
matized as Radicals, and denounced as enemies to the 
administration. The Secretary has made war upon them 
by every means in his power. A paper has Ixiri [estab- 
lished at Washington^ under his impaediate patrons^ ,t(> 
write them down. He has pursued them into the reiiiptt 
est par^ of the IJnion; and South Carolina is not the firsj 
nor the ifist state, in which his vindictive hand has b^^o 
seeaatid felt. . ^' 

At the comniencement of the ye^ 1817, the ^rmy 
in the ag^egate, amounted to iip,i)S4, , 

There were recruited in that year 3,939 
In th$ year 1818 - - 4,838 

In the year 1819 - - 4^30* 

In three years, 12,481 

At the close of the year 1819 the army 
svmounted to - 7 - 8^688 

Less than the aggregate at the commence- 7 . a^A 

mentofl817bv 5 ' 

This number added to Ae 12,481 amounts to 13,8 17 
men lost to the army in three years, Of these probably 
^bout 3000 Were discharged on the expiration of their 
terms of service; the reinamder vvere lost by desertion 
and other casualties. . 

Mr. Calhoun required for the recruiting service of 
the year 18^0 the sum of gl8S,92S 

Viz — ^for 5,000 recruits — 

Bounties at IS Dollars each 860,000 
Premiums at 2 Dollars each 10,000 

For quarters, fuel, bunks, citizen sur- 
geons for examining the recruits and 
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ati^wiMig' the 'sick; fecfe'for niiigis- - ^ 

trates' fiM: qualifying recruits until ' ' * 

organized for jooiiiig Regiitients of '" ^^ ' ' ' 
Corps, at 2^ 78 1-8 per m^ «3>9a^fda.«B5? 

These estimates appear fnom a tetter, fr6m the Ad- ' 
jutant and Inspector General to the Sectietstty; 6iF W^ jikhd: 
by him commuhiCated to the SeAate 6f thdUnitiitSttite^ 
on the 20th of March 18S0. 

TheB6use<rf Representatives paid btit little Atten-, 
tioii to the Secretary's estimates and instmfttions. Thej'- 
voted to appropriate for the whole recniitihg-setvice of 
that year, no more than 855,1^9; hot one third part of whftf 
the Secretary required. This appears frorti me first sec{ ^ 
tittn of the bill ihaking appropriations for the tnUitary ser-' ' 
vice for 1880^ and which passed into a law on the l^tK" 
of AjMril of that year. So much of the section as respects | 
this appropriation iiS in these words, " For bounties aftd^ 
premiums ft>r j^J%c>it hundred recruitff, twenty-ohe Adu- 
sand dollars. For fuel, straw, and all other expenses fof* 
recruits, until organized to join regiments and dorpi^, 
thirty four thousand, one hun(fred and twenty five dollars." 
On the S8nd of March, after this bill had passisd the? 
House of Representatives, and was depending befqi^ ih6 
Senate, the following letter fi-om the Adjutant and Inspec- 
tor General, was communicated to the Senate by the Se- ■ 
cretaty of Wari'^— .i 

" Adjutant Sf Inspector GenerdPs Office, 

March nth, 18S0. 

Stft — ^It appears fry the netospnpers, that the House of Representatives vo 
ted oniy 21,000 Dollars for bounties and premiums, on account of the recfruit» 
ing service of the year. This sum will only inlist ISDO men; less, than jthc 
namber actually lost by desertion during the last year. In the three last 
years more than 12,000 men have been enlisted; and still the aggregate of 
the army at the close of the last year did not exceed 9,000 men. 

It is true, only 300 men are entitled to a discharge by the e^tpiration of 
their term; still if the desertions and other casualties, should be as great as in 
former years, the army will not exceed 8,000 men at the close of the year, 
including the recruits which may be obtained with 21,000 Dollars voted for 
that purpose. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, vour obedient servant, 

«« D. PARKER, AdjH. & Insp'r. Gen»l." 

«« Tlie Sbchistaiit op War-'* 

This letter which the Secretary makes his own, by 
communicating it to the Senate, was evidently meant as 
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a severe reprimand upon, the House of ,Repre^ntatiyes; 
for neglecting their duty; and an adiiiQmtion to the ben- 
ate to attend to theirs, and aTnend the i^ill, so as to corres- 
pcrndfiftajdii ijbtfewishes suid instructions pfUie War Depart- 
nfi9iit. J . ilt sihows too, that the Secretary, p^fectly iflider- 
sj^^^^'tbel^puse of Representatives had determined. 
to^uithcfrKzet^e jrecruitii^g of laO() men ap4 Qo more for, 
the year 18S0- 

. yhe ; Senajte on thi^ point wcie as reflectory as the 
House of Representatives, and notwithstanding the inr 
sfructipns jan^^dmo^itions, of the. Secretary,,, and the ut- 
iSiOSt exertjiphs oft his, |riends, they, passed the bUl as it - 
was senitjto them.: Congress had refused an appropria- 
tion for ma\Hng: oi^T; troops frpm, Council iBluffs to Yellow 
Intone, ^d were adopting measures for reducing our peace 
establishment. This was pressing very far upon the for- 
bfi^surance. of the Secretary. But to ; limit therrecruiting 
seryioe,. ^ter the warning he had given, particularly to the 
Spnate^ .was an evidence of marked disrespect, calculated 
to pqjyi forth all the energies of his charactet. Were his 
magnificent schemes to be defeated, his brilliant prospects 
to.be obscured from the paltry consideration of saving a 
few thousand, or hundred thousand Dollars? 

He bethought himself iif all the great things that had 
been said of him in the public papers; He recollected, al- 
though it had not been formally announced^ that '^ 8outh 
Carolina had given to the nation^ the ablest man that ever 
filled the War Department/' He conssidered that it 
would be thought disgraceful in the army, that the great- 
est of all possible ^"Secretaries, should yield to a parcel of 
Uadicals in the two Houses of (Congress. He reflected, 
that should this contumacy, particularly on the part of the 
Senate, be countenanred by the War Department, it 
would soon grow up into a spirit of mutiny, that it might 
be difficult to check. 

Besides, some calculations alarmed the >^ecretary. 
If the army at the close of the year 1820, would amount 
to no more than 8ir00 men, including the l ,500, to be re- 
cruited by the authority of Congress, when in 1817, 1818 
and 1819^ tliere had been recruited lS,48i men, in four 
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^ai^ Mi«re.wpiil(1^be;«:lpas of .si;(t9,e;p,t}|oii9apd, ioelud- 

irig tQKse'diech^rsed on'the eKpira,tioii of ^elr terji^ of 
service. It followed from tl)uj, that should t^e recri^HiQg 
service be checked, the arpiy in t,wo yeitrs.iqore would.|i& 
reduced to.are^ment, which .would afford no apotu^ 
fo^ keeping iv^ pay,, nearly 700 coiifimssionedL olScei'a;'aDo[ . 
iqi^t ladgcQ; Qaugreii)) to riidupp the nui^ber of .officbrsj.. 
which the hVI'*;'' "f the M'^y oii^ht io po, wise to per- 
mit. And should any coosiderahle portion nf the orac^ra 
ot the amy be iliai^imei^, it might ea(lan<i;eii the elKctioif- 
of the ariqy candidate* a calamity atall h4^rds,to)^t 
avoided. Uiid<'i\,9uch circumstance** thet'^pcretary, dldi 
not lung bcsitate. He iletermiiied tn recrjik iHOU men:by 
the authiirity of Congress, and 17' ' hy tbO; authoi-ity of 
the War Dejiartment Accordinfi,ly 3Sil men^yj-ere tfi- - 
cruited fiii'the service of the year IS^OL. . ...-. 

VVhethep (.'oHgress is to liave any control ov^cthtiifc, 
craiting service, or whether it is to depend iipoq the will 
of' the Secretary of War, seems a qdestinn ijot yet set- 
tled. By the 8th SfJctibii of the iirst article of the .^ousli-' 
totion of the Uniteci' "States, Congress shall have power 
"to raise and siipport armies," under which they fiave 
prpsnined to regulate the recruiting servicej both as to thii 
amnaiit of the appropriation, and as the dumber of mea 
necessary for thai service. 

In the case of 18S(), they were more ' explicit than' 
usniil; they expressly designated the nuiiiber of mfio to 
be recruited. The woTd8oftheactape"f6rbounties and 
preraiums tat^fteen hundred recruitn." Im the act of the 
Sftth of \prill8l6. the appropriation for the recroitingser' 
vice is in these words: •' For bounties aud ppemiums, fifty- 
six thousand Dollars." IntheactoftheSd of March 1817, 
'' for bounties and premiums, thirty-two tbousaod dol- 
lars" In the act of the Igth February, 1818, "for 
bounties and piemiums, forty-four thousand dollars." In 
the act of the 15th of February 1819, " for boButies and 
premiums, sixty-two thousand Ave hundred Dollars," — 
without designating in any of t'lese rases the number to 
be reCTuited. The number, however, was easily ascer- 
taiofld by ealculfttioa. 
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• • ^Tbe'iiHuiiwVffiiAi of^ijipro^nfeti^uli'lliis'iiartlctfl 
for the year J§2l);vvlar^VttIe^^^^^^^ ttie^hi ^si 1iinHatfop?t6f^ 
tBc; 'cfiscretiob [n^feVf^asly e'>[yrcisecl liy'fhf l^ecretarj,-^^ 
Alid'this pif^qtidtf vl^aJ 'By hrf mean^iiiineces^iy', foiJ' 
i^'^hia yeaj lSi5^^thfe»^'Wei-6 riBcrui^cl S939 inen, andiii 
tfce year ISW, .4288; jifthoMgh Congress ^breant t^W*^ 
^tde fti- the i^fehiftingtrf m ihbrfe thftn; «*00 ft the fo^rcH 
yea*H. aniTSpOt) in the l^lifei^;^; The^HectctaW auAorizetf' 
this iiicess of recruiting 6 vet^ t% a|>«fbbrtjiqoris^, proba'-* 
My- iinder ^otte usage of «ig;Wai* llfep^^ 
Wj >lBti lures ttrfexceecf the ^ppropriaficltiii' fet iiiy particu- 
lar *year, and fill' up the ranlcis of thfe^'arirfy as Established* 
by law, pvovidtd W can find unexpended balances that' 
may be transfeirred^'td jthat service. And^ if is* pdasible,' * 
that in the last case y>f< 820, he thougblWrnself, bnAet tfifi; 
same principle, justifled in disrt^A'ifdittg the 'rvlll of Cbii- 
gress^ e.^pressed in d!i*ect tetins. • ' * 

By the peac€^ establishment, of , 1815, the army was, 
fijfed at lOjOOO.men; but whether the panks were to be 
H.ej)t.fqll at all'times or notj depended.oii. tlie will of Con.- 
gfesa afs they' bjblieved, and hot upon that of the Siecretary 
ofVVai*. If bet had the right to. recruit 17*1 men in 
t92(), beyoncl the nun^ber for which Congress had made^ 
the appropriation, be would have had an equal right, to, 
recruit that npnjber, even if ( ■pngiess had made no (appro- 
priation wbat^v^r, for the recruUing. service of that year. . 

The safety of the country requires that Congress-, 
sihould have the power of controlling the recruiting ser- 
uipe* In this case it was peculiarly important, for they, 
bad^determined to reduce the army, and it (li<! reduce it in 
the year following. 

If the secretary of War could thus recruit meii at 
his pleasure, against the will of Congress, and they were 
bound to appropriate for the pay, subsistence^ and cloth- 
ina;of such recruits; and if he could make contracts to the 
amount of millions of Dollars, for fortifications and other 
objects connected with the defence of the c<Mintry, nnd 
impose upon Congress the obligation, to make the appro- 
priations necessary for carrying sucb contractsinto e^ct, 
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then indeed, the Ttepfedentatives af the People presented 
but a feeble bitrrier to ibe power of the Wai Department. 
It is probable however, that Congress will fiod 
means hereafter, to restrain the recruiting service within 
proper bounds; ajid. tbey have already, by an act of the 
first qf May- 182S0, provided that no contract thereafter^ 
shall be made by thQ beads of any of the departments 
^^ except under a law. authorizing the ^ame, or under an 
ftt>)i|rQpriation adequkte to its fulfilment — and, excepting 
also^ contracte made by the Quarter Master^s Department^ 
which may be made by the Secretaries of those Depart- 

Ment3.?* . \ ■..>•..;•.-■;. --.• ■•. . . 

(f the Secretary of War shall consider this very ra- 
dical law as liindibg dpon him^it will put an end to Kip 
Kap fcontrticfts. 

As sooA !is it was dist^Qveted that pore than 3000 
men had been , ^ecmited fpr Ihe year 1830, the House of 
Kepresentatives, on nlotion bf Mr. Tracey, called upon 
the Secretary for information upon this subject. In an- 
swer to which, on the Snd of January 1831, he communi- 
cated the following letters and statements — 

" Department of War, mih Dec. 1830. 

*• SIR — In reply to the resolution i»f the House. of Representatives of the 
26th inst. requiring a statement from this Department, shewing the number 
of soldiers recruitc^d for the Army, during the year 1820, indicating^ the fund 
from vf'.ich the expences of recruifing have been puidf and whether any unex- 
pended iialance of former appropriations has been used, and in what year said 
appropriations was made: I enclose reports of the Adjutant and Inspectpr 
General, and the Second Auditor of the Treasury, shewing the number of re- 
cruits, and the expences of the recruiting service. 

It is deemed proper to /observe, that although the number of recruits ex- 
ceed three thousand, the army has not been so much increased since the last 
year. • The difference between the enlistments and the increase, is account- 
ed for by the discharges, desertions, and other casualties, during the year» 
amounting to half as mkny as have been'enHsted. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

J. C. CALHOUN, 
lion. J. W. Tatlob, Speaker oftl>e House of Representatives. 

Adjutant §f Jnsfector GeneraVs Office, 

SOth Decernber, 18S0. 

SIR — ^In answer to that part of the Resolution of tilt House of Represen- 



whole number enlisted during the year, 3,^1.' 
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this office, qf the first ♦*»«"»* """"♦-"» ««'' -•* —>♦••««■»*" <"'>« *k^'««^-««f «..««*i:f; 
1' have the iionor 

if "^ 

The SicBETART Of War. 

•" ■ * .■ ' I- 

Second Auditor^ 8 OMce, Dec 2Sth 1820: 

SrR— In compliance with the resolution 6f the House of Wepresentiitiv^Sy 
of the 26th Inst. I have the honor to ttfftnsmit td'you, herewith, a statement 
of the fmda out of wliich the; expanses of recruiting for. this ^ear have h&en 

paid. I have the honor to .be, very respectfully, your obedient serviuit. • ', 

'■''■•" ..-■»'■.' .- .:? _ .• ■.-,..•'. WM. LEE.,'.-!: 

lion. J. C. CAiAouiTi Seoretat-yof War, J .^ 

STATEMEJ^T exhibiting the funds out of which the 
expences ofrecimftin^ have hfe^ foii^f during the year 
1820 in obedience to a resolution ofthe.f^us^ofMB- 
^presentativesj dnted 2fith December j^ 18S(X 

BOUNTIES Al^^D PREMIUMS. 

• ■ - ». ■ . ■ ■ ■ ■: . •. 

Balance tinexpende^ in the handa. of the Treasu- 
rer of the United States, on Ist* of Jan. 1820 3il97,92 ' 

Amount appropriated for theyeiwlbSO 21,000,00' . . • 

Amount refunded t<Uh^ Treasurer of the U. States ;. , 

by sundry persona during the year 1820 '3,441,01 " ■ 

Amount brought to the creditof this appropriation 
on the books of this office, on settlement of ac- 
counts, being bal ances due thereon, by sundry 
persons, arising out of advances made in 1819» 
and 1820 - - . - - 26,917,64 

A mount brought to the credit of this appropriation 
from the books of the 3d Auditor, - 1,212 

Amount due by Robert Brent, late paymaster ge- 
neral, being part of the advance made him on 
account of bounties and premiums, out of the 
appropriation for 1816, refunded in 1820, on- 
settlement of his account - - 35,364,56 

^ ^1,133 03 

EXPENi^RS Ot' RECRUITING. 

Amount appropriated for the year 1820 - - 34,125 



Amount available hv the Secretary o\' Wa^ for^ ^,9^ o«fl n«? 

the recruiting se/vice of the year 1820, 5 ^i^d,-rfdO lAi 

JEXPENDITURBSl^ ' 

Amount of warrants fsstitd by the Secretary of War 
to the 26th of - I>eceinbei;, applicable to boun- 
ties and premiums - - - 38,6^10 17 

Amount disbursed by sundry persons applicable to 
bounties and prem'.uilns, and brought to tbe de- 
bit of that appropriation or settlement of their . . . 
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accounts, their beings balances due by them to 
ttaat amount of siindcy 9pecifiq appropriations. 9»03Cl 41 
Am6unt disbursed to 2i5th of December; on ac- 
ts6unt of ej:penses of recruiting* ' 18 749 65 



Amount expended deducted - - 66,390 22 



; ■>•- 



U, 



'w1:fctmS?r82tS?"*^^'^°°*^''*i »*«•««'"«> 



* Under the following^ heads, viz — '' 

' ' B6uutie«lindPremiamB .43,492 45 

^pensesofR^jQruiting 15,4/5 3^ 
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$58,^68 ft). 



Tbbasurt Pbpabtxskt, Second Auditor's Ofi^ce, 28tfi IJeci 1820. 
* ■' -' ' • ■ ■■:■ ' ■■^MlLUAlil'LEB. •'- 

Note.-— When we say Robert ^rent, late Payrtnaster General, refunded irr 
18^ ^5,364, 56» if ought not to be underaiood that he refunded that aum in m^ 
n^f he tefdndedU in tettfienklm 6/ ctcconnt ottlyf that is to say, 'a balance 'beri4|e; 
diK to; htm, for dnbursements on accoiunt of 'subaistehoe, and bemg a debt(^ 
under the head of bounties and premiums, to a larg^e sttnount; his account of 
subsistence Vas dosed; by canning* k part of the balam^e, due fajrhim on 
bounties and premiums, say $3^,364,56, to his debit on that of BufcKUStencu, 
by which traruactiont bounties and -premiums received a credit on our books« 
while ftubsistence Was debited." ' * ^-^ - ••' " ••» \- • •"<• 

This sta^meut) which the Secretary communicated: 
to' the House of liepresehti&tives^by wiy of '^hfbwhig 
light upon a subject of enquiry, is ia most rare aiid singu'- 
lai* Document. The liadicitls were about as wise nm? 
this elucidation as they were before it, as the Secretary ^^ lio 
doubt, intended they should be. But a paper tif this 
character, thus communicated to Cotigress, dfe'sefves' a 
little more attentiou than it has receilfed. As to the ba^^ 
lance of 858,867 80 reniaining on the S6th of Deeembei*, 
18S0, nearly the whole of it would be expended when all 
the expenses of the recruiting service' of that year should 
be paid* The bounties, piremiums, and (i^ther expenses 
of recruiting 3,811 men, would amount according to the 
estimate furnished by the War Department,' to St 18,1 16 
88. The amount available by the J^ecretaiy of Warfor 
this service, as by' Mr. Lee'isi statement, was S12d> 398 
OS, — ^leaving a surplus of no more than 87^,141 40. ' ■ ^ 

The fiinds out of which botinties and premiums 
were paid for 1880, consist of ^\x ' itetiis. The first an 
unexpended balance in the hands of tbe Treasurer 6f 
88,107 92. This balance is not mentioned in the Secre- 
tary's estimate, in which he asks 8i83,d89 for recruiting 
5000 men. Congress did not take it into consideration^ 
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or they would have appropriated a certain sutb. in addi- 
tion to this balance, to recruit 1J500 men. Tlie second 
is the sum of 31,000 dollars ^ippropriated, a^nd all that 
Congress intended should be expended^ for bounties and 
premiums for the yea^ 18S0. As' to the third, fotirth, 
and fifth items, the Secretary could notsuppo^o thitt any 
body should understand them. He might as well have 
infirmed Congress that 80,000' dollars and upwards had 
been refunded to the Treasurer, and received from cer- 
tain persons^ ^ at sfundry times, and in divers manners. 
As to the sixth item of 83^,364 06, refunded by iiobert 
Brent, it must, have purpri?:ed those who knew that Mr. . 
Brent died in September, 1819, utterty insolvent, ami a 
defaull^r to the Governinent to a very large amount. 

By a letter of the Comptroller of the Treasury of 
theS7thof November, 1820, it appears that a balance 
was due to the United ^States, from Robert Brent, late 
Paymaster General, on the books of the Third Auditor^ 
of $Wyijiii ,18. Besides which there were other and 
much larger jsums due from him to the United States^ Tot, • 
by a report of the Comptroller of the Trieasuiy of the 27ih 
December, i823, it appears that he was a delinquent to 
the amount of gild,$C8 38, acciuing out of advances 
made to him from the ISthof May, 1819, to June, ^819^ 
reported for suit on the 4th of May, 1820« 

As the sixth iteija was involved in some obscurity, 
Mr. ]jee adds. an explanatory note, which Mr. Calhoun 
must have taken for a satisfactory elucidation of the sub- 
ject, or he would not have made it a part of his Report, 
I liave examined this explanatory note over and over, and 
never read any thiug more ingeniously perplexed. Who 
would suppose that the magic force of a few entries 
in the books of the Second Auditor, by which not a cent 
was obtained from Mr. Brent, and which was not to 
diminish the general balance against him to the amount 
of a cent, could authorize the Secretary of War, or any 
other person, to draw $35,364 56 from any fund belong- 
ing to the Uuited States? 

Robert Brent had expended more money upon the 
article of subsistence than had been put into his bands 
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for that particular purpose, which he took from momes 
pu^ into bis hands to pay bounties and premium s;'^-upon 
both items of account, however, there was a large balaifce 
due from him to the United ^Itates. It is easy to under- 
stand how his subsistence account was balanced by 
charging it with S3d, 364 56 tvhich he had taken from 
;tbe monies in his hands to pay bounties and premiumis^ 
and ,that the balance on his account of bounties and pre- 
miums, should be diminished by that amount. This 
might be a convenient mode of ascertaining the final 
j[)alance due from him on both accounts, but could be of 
aio other importance to him or to the United States, as 
they were to receive no money from him on either account^ 
andjurely were not expected to pay any., But whence 
came the money? Ifobert Brent refunded in " settle- 
ment jof account only.^^ This is not money: Yet the 
money was obtained fiom some quarter, for bounties and 
.premiums cannot be paid in " settlement of account only.^' 
If this sum of 235,364 56, said to be refunded by 
Itobert Brent, but which never was and never will be 
refuuded, was drawn from the 'i reasurer of the tlnited 
Sitates, as agent for the War Department, or from the 
treasury or imy other fund belonging to the United States, 
after being charged to Robert Brent as if actually paid 
to Mm. on account of his advances for subsistence, and 
credited to him as if actually refunded on account of an 
unexpended balance of money placed in his hands to pay 
bounties and premiums, and then applied to the recruiting 
, service of the year 1820; if all this was done with. U obert 
^ Brent, while he was in hi;^ grave and knew, nothing of 
the matter, it proves, at leasl^ that th^ i^ecretary is very 
expert at raising the wind., 

, ' (n June, 18S0, Robert !6rent wasimlebted to the 
.United States in the sum of gll5,598 68. He was 
steady and ^his estate utterly insolvent; and this money 
• Denver; hi&s been, and never will be, rounded. An 
la^mpt. to 4raw money from such a fund, thus sunk in 
rihe bottoipless pit of the Paymaster's pqcket, would 
.formerly have h^^en deemed as hopeless as the attempt of 
ii^Ubte philosopher of J^iapnta to^ extrapt sjan beams from 
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oicumfe'e^^^ But this is an age of itiiprovetiiens, aniS every 
tnihgyields to the |i6wers of geniu^. 

'It Was discovered that Mr AhnX bad dT^ursed 
785,^^ 96 fofr subsistence over aiid above Wbat was 
^ Charged to him qnth'at account. It Wais thbught tb^t this 
■^siim mi^bt be (laid to him on the part oif the tftrifed iSfetcfe 
jfo balancie add cldse this accoiiht of subgastcincey proyideil 
Jid should imjoiediately refund the satiiey on kcjuonnrt <|f ii 
' yiBry large balance due from tiim on accotiiit of bdniities 
' and premiums, tiiit, as this payihent ahd repaymefiit 
would have beeo but lii^re matters of fcirrir, it was dihc6- 
Vered that It migtt be dispensed with, by a feW Entries 6h 
the books oftlic Second Auditor. M>. Breht Was, thefe- 
fore, charged with (his sum to ctose his sulisistenoe 
account, 4nd credited With ah (Eidual sum on aiccournt 6{ 
bounties and premiums; by which tr^ansactton, tey^s the 
^ecdhd Xuilitcir, (he oagbt to have s^id inhniBUvi^) 
**^ bounties and premiiims received a credit oh 6ur%6okfat 
while stib^isteiice was debited;'' arid the ciredlt thus 
'obtaibed Wiis considered as a part 6f the available fuilds, 
which wefejij[ij|iU^^^^ to the recruiting service of 1820 
tinder wafrdrits driiWn by the Secretary of War, a« if the 
' satne bad'been appropriated by Gobgress for the -recruit- 
ing sei'vice Of that year. 

Yet the money placed in the hands bf Mr. Ff ent fn 
18t6 for pairing bounties and premiums for thak year was 
not cdhsideried by Mr. Calhoun as a part erf the available 
ftinds ^rbin which bounties and premtttms c^uld be paid 
in iSlii; for, in his letter of the 1 8th of December, fSl?, 
to the Cbalrm'ah of the Committee of W ays and Means, 
he says, ^^ i he aphrbpriation for bounties and premiums 
for the year 1817 was made on a supposition fliattw^enty- 
iivc hundred men wonld be retiruitecl within thi? j^ear; but 
as more than three thousand men will have been riecruited 
Xvithin that period, the appropriation will necessarily be 
deficient; and as the discharges from the Aftiry ill 1818 
win probably be eqnal to tho^e i it 18179 and> coif Sspon- 
dent number of i*ecruits will therefore be required', it may 
be proper to increase this appropriation for the year 1818, 
and make it 44,000 dollars instead of 8S,000, as'stiited 
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itt tM general estiniAte." Had the inoniEiy in the haMs 
(tf Mr. Breht been conisid^red as within the reach afMr« 
Calhoun for the payment of bounties and premium s n 
I8I89 this increase of appropriation would not have been 
ksked for by him, ndr Ranted by Congress if it had been 
iesked {op. At this time, holvever, Mr. Calhoulk bus not 
ftade his wonderful di^coYery ofrefunding vn setthment 
df account &nly* ' ■ 

Much has been Reeled by the magic pen of the 
l^lM^iid Auditor; but something rei^ins yet to be dtniB. 
More entries must be made upon his books. Froin his 
ifiatetiient it appears that no more than 84^185 dollars 
were ill the hands of the Secretary of War applicable to 
the expenses of recruiting, (exclusive of bounties and 
|)lreliliUms) as fcfr quarters, fuel^ straw, bunks^ &c. I'his 
i^jld.the Sum appropriated by Congress for these expen^- 
ses for 1,500 recruits, and would answer for no more. 
l>7li recmits, therefore, must :have remained without 
fhel^ straw, bunks, &c. if n part of the surplus available 
for bounties and premiums, say S89,087 68 1-2, had not 
l>^n carried td the aid of this appropriation, which must 
have be^n done, although we cannot discover by what 
authdrity, as the appropriations for bounties and premi- 
ums, and the appropriations for the other expenses of 
recruiting, were made under distinct heads, and the 
accounts under them so kept, as appears by the Auditor's 
statements. 

According to the Auditor's statement^ there was in 
the hands of the Secretary of War, for the payment (tf 
bounties and premiums, S91,133 0&: — deduct from this 
bounties and premiums for 8,311 recruits, at S14 eacii, 
{M4,9&l-— and a surplus is left of 846, 179 03. 

I'he sum necessary for the expenses of recruiting 
8,S11 men^ Ibr quarters, fuel, straw^ bunks, &c. at SSS 78| 
each, amounts to S73J6S 63. The sum iapplicable tb 
this expense, as by the Auditor's statement is B34.11S5, 
shewing a deficit of S89,037 63« which must have been 
taketi fraim the surplus above stated, and would stUl leaVe 
a balance of tbnt surplus' of, 87,141 40. 

When these entries shall be duly made^ We. may potf- 



siUy have another reporC^tl^t the ;ac^ouBt of exj)6itsei^ 
for fael^ straw^ bunks &c^ for 18SQ is Ql<»s<d hy eharging 
it with a part of the'sua'plud ontlie acoount -of bounties 
and premiums^ say gS0,O3Q 58^ aUd crediting bougt^es 
and premiums with an equal amount^ by wMc^h tramsaotion 
(as the Auditor Hvould say ). bounties and^ premiums wiU 
teceive a credit on his books, while fuel^ straw, and 
bunks will be debited. And this sum^ thus ciediied, 
mayagainbeconsitleredas avai)j|ble ftind^ in the hands 
of ihe Secretary of War^ for the paymei^ ol bounties and 
premiums. ' . 

It is not easy to fix a limit to the effects of this aewly 
discovered principle of refunding in setti0nimt of ae,» 
count only. It will, unless checked by C^oqgress^ give 
am impetus to the operations our Departments^ such as 
was given to our Banks by the suspen^on of specie 
payments. ^ 

The House of Reprosentatives bad called for infor- 
mation as to the nnmber of -men recruited in 18£0, and 09 
to the fund from which the expenses of recruiting hoi 
been paid. Mr. Lee, in his explanatory note, should 
Itave expressed, in direct terms, the fund from which the 
£35^^364 65 was obtained^ and not iiave left the liadicals 
to conjecture that it came from the dead. 

One object of the House, in calling upon the Secre- 
tary 'for this information, evidently was to ascertain how^ 
far. in applying this money, he had conformed to tbe laws 
regulating. the J reasury, 'War, and Navy Dq>artments. 
But if information more explicit could not be obtained, it 
was in vain to pursue the iucjuiry. 

As the most e&ctual means of reducing the expense 
of the recruitinig service^ ^od ^ther enormous expenses of 
the Army, Congresis resolved to reduce the Army itself. 
Willie the recruiting service io 1880 was pi«sse.d by the 
Secretary ;on the one hand; on the other, he wa» digesting 
a plan, in obedience to n resolution of tlie House of Ue- 
fBresentatives, for redocibg the Army: to 6000 men. And 
*be Scicretaty of the Treasury was borrowing three n^il- 
lions of dollars, to meet the immediate exigi^ncies pf our 
fcrovdrufiiaiit. ■ '' ;? 



When the Army was reduced in 1821^ Congress^ 
were obliged to make the following appropriatiou: ^' for 
three months gratultons pay for disbanded officers and 
soldiers^ including travelling allowances Lr the same, six- 
ty thousand dollars." 

As the reduction of the Army fell almost exclusive- 
ly upon the rank and file, few officers received any part, 
of this appropriation: and, if no more men had been re- 
cruited in the preceding four years, than Congress inten- 
ded, a very small portion of this appropriation would 
have been wanted. 

The contests between the Secretary of War, and the 
two Houses of Congress, have been frequent and arduous; 
he struggling to draw money, money, more money from 
the Treasury, for the use of his Department, and they to: 
retain it for other purposes. If, in all this, the Secretary 
has been right and Congress wrong, then indeed, must it 
be considered as unfortunate, that they did not, in tho 
year 1820, borrow six millions of dollars instead of three^ 
and in the year 1831, ten millions instead of five. Then 
our peace establishment might have been kept up at ten 
thousand men; our army removed a thousand miles fur- 
ther into the wilderness, from Council Blu£Ps to Yellow 
Stone river: Then we might have recruited five thousand 
men every year; and every year have expended two or 
three hundred thousand dollars upon Kip Rap contracts* 

CASSIUS. 



.-7 ■'-.»■': 



• '.-» 









;.«;; 



, y ■< 






:,■ ■■ ..J , 






■V'l ,. 



' .■ — » • . 



r • i 



i> : 



1 



* . I 



NO. UI, 

'^ Cheat savings in the War DepartmenV^ 

Columbia Telescope. 

Thai a Secretary of War should become popular 
with the officers of the Army, by observing a strict sys- 
tem of ecoQomy, in his Department, is what never did 
happen and never will. But to be popular with the army, 
and at the same time gain a reputation for economy, Vlr. 
Calhoun has thought possible, for he has made the at- 
tempt And, if he can prostrate those members of Con- 
gress, who have opposed his measures, and whom he and 
his friends are pleased to call Radicals, he may possibly 
succeed. Hence the war, which he^nd his corps of edi- 
tors have made upon those members; a war which they 
press with unremitting zeal and fury. 

rhe members thus denominated Radiccds very con- 
scientiously believe that \Ir. Calhoun has been more ex- 
travagant in the expenditure of public money, than any 
other Secretary of War has been in time of peace, from 
the commencement of our Government; and that their du- 
ty to their constituents bound them to oppose many of the 
appropriations which he required. And as my own con- 
viction is, that they were perfectly right, I feel disposed 
to make for them, such an apology as facts and circum- 
stances will warrant. 

The epithet Liadical, has been applied to a large 
portion of the republican members of both houses of Con- 
gress, by the Secretary and his friends, as a term «»f re- 
proach; very much as the terms Democrat, Jocobin, and 
Disorganizers were applied to members of Congress of 
the same principles, by the Friends of Order and good 
Goi^ernmenty under the administration of Mr. Adams* 
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The meaning a( the word Hadical^ in its commoii 
acceptation implies nothing of repro.ich; !)at it has an ac- 
quired and an imported meanings extremely odions in 
the view of those who use it. 

A part of the siibj ects of the British Government have 
been stigmatised with the name of iiadicals, who are ad- 
vocates for a Radical reform in parliament, a radical re- 
form in the hieiarchy, a radical reform in the standing 
Army^ and a h adical correction of a great variety of aba- 
ses, by which the laboiing poor of that country are reda- 
Cfd to a condition more wretched than that of slaves; and 
who are bowed down to the earth with> mt remedy and 
without hope, by the laws of the Holy Alliance and the 
terrors of military despotism. 

The party thus denominated Radicals, are ex- 
tremely odious to the nobility, d'gnificd clergy, titled gen- 
try and oflBcers of the army in that country, and by a 
C(»mmon feeling, with the tories and aristocrats in this. — 
But no \merican, who harbours in his bosom one spark 
of genuine republicanism, but sympathizes with those 
unhappy people, who are struggling for a small portion 
of that liberty which we enjoy; who is not indig^iant at 
the recitals which we have heard of murders committed^ 
by the authority of government, oo unarmed people^ 
peaceably assembled to m ke known their sufferings to 
their King — cut down by the sword, and trodden under 
the hoofs of the horses of a haughty and triumphant 
military. The adcal > of that country do not wish to 
abolish the monarchy nor ?^lter their form of government. 
Their views are much more moderate than were thojse ot 
Hampden ?ind idney. I hey are much more oppressed 
than we were in ^6, and yet no act of theirs is so radical 
as to bear the slightest-comp irison with our Declaration 
of Independence. Still there are some in this country 
who look with a malignant eye upon their struggles^ and 
who execrate their principles. 

But what have the M embers of Congress called 
Badicals done to merit reproach? They have endea- 
vored to revive Mr. Jefferson's old system of economy, 
which has long been stigmatized by Mr. Calhoun's 



31 



tiends as penny wise and pontiff foolish^ and exploded 
accordingly — they have opposed several of the appropri« 
atioiis required for the army aad fortifications^ because 
tliey appeared unnecessary, and must, if granted lead to 
an immediate resort to loans or taxes— ^t hey have passed 
several acts to limit the powers of the War Department^ 
to prevent improper transfers of appropriations, to restrain 
the power of making contracts, or purchasing land for tha 
United "Hates without the assent of Congress-— they have 
passed laws to enforce a faithful performance of duty on 
the part of the receiving and disbursing officers of the 
government, by obliging them to settle up their accounts 
once at least in four years^ under the penalty of loosing 
their offices— they have adopted rigid rules to compel the 
collection of old balances due to the government^— they 
have pursued public defaulters by a great variety of 
necessary but vexatious enquiries and investigations — 
and they have stopped the^pay of snch defaulters as re- 
mained in office until their arrears shall be accounted for 
and paid into the treasury, by a proviso to the appropria- 
tion laws of 18SS and 2S. 

It may be thought strange that such a provision, by 
law, should be necessary at this time. Nothing can be 
more just than that money due from a defaulting officer 
should be retained out of his pay in discharge of his debt. 
Under the administration of \fr. Jefferson it was the 
practice to retain the pay of officers thus in arrears; and 
they were happy to be continued ' in office under such 
conditions. 

It is the duty of the Comptrollers of the Treasiwy 
'^ to take all such measures as may be authorized by the 
laws to enforce the payment of all debts due to the United 
States/' It was, therefore, their duty to retain, as far as 
they had the power, the pay and emoluments of such de- 
faulting officers in discharge of their debts to the United 
States. In addition to which the GFeneral Uegulationa 
of the Vrmy required thai the pay of such officers should 
be stopped^ and this was done as late as the SOth of No- 
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vember, 1881, as will appear by the folio wing letter of the 
Second Auditor: 

«« TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 7 

2nd Atiditob'b OFyiCB, Nov. 20. 1821. 3 

SIR— Lieutenant «-- of the 2nd Artilleiy was included 

in the Comptf oiler of the Treasury's report to Congress, in 1820, as havrn^ 
failed within the year, to make a settkment of his accounts; and,. I therefore 
consider it my duty, under the 26tb section of the 79tl;i article of the general 
regulations of the Army, to request, that measures may be taken to stop from 
his pay and emoluments the sum of $76« now due by him on tiie books of this 
office. With great respect, ypur obedient servant, 

WILLIAM LEE. 
D. Pabk£B, Pay Master General." 

This regalation was calculated to save much money 
to our treasury, but was excessively annoying to the 
officers; insomuch that the Father of the Array thought 
himself called upon to interfere in their behair, which he 
did very effectuelly, for a time at least, by the following 
order: 

«* DEPARTMENT OF WAR. Dec. 3d, 1821. 
SIR-*-The practice of instructing Paymasters, to withhold from officers of 
the Army all such sums as may be reported by the Second and Third Auditors 
to be due from them to the United Slates, is susperaeded. 

I have the honor, &c. J. C. CALHOUN. 

The pATTir ASTER General." 

This order was an important point gained by these 
officers for the time, and would have continued to 
be so, but {ov tlie interference of the Radicals, who 
counteracted the effects of this instance of the becre- 
tary^s paternal feelings by the following proviso to the 
Military Appropriation Bill of the 7th of iVlay, 1822.- — 
"That no money appropriated by this act, or the act 
entitled An act making appropriations for the military 
service of the f Jnited States for the year one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-two, shall be advanced or paid 
to any person on any contract, or to any officer who is in 
urrears to the United States, until he shall have accoun- 
ted for, and paid into the Treasury, all sums for which 
he may be liable/^ The principle of this proviso was 
adoptt! J Jn the Navy Appropriation. Bill of that year, as 
well as the \ppropfiation Bills of 1823, and will conti- 
nue to be adopted hereafter, unless the same shall be 
superseded by Mr. Calhoun. 

The partiality discovered on this, as well as on 
othtr occasions, hv tlie ^ecretjirv townrd* defaulters, has 
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drawn nearly the whole corps to aid bis canse, and thej 
now form a very considerable part of his strength. 

Under the principle of the above proviso, many 
thousand dollars may be annually saved to the treasury^ 
But the i adicals are to have no credit for all this; — the 
whole will be given to Mr. Calhoun^ and considered 
among the *^ great savings in the War Department;'^ and 
quite as fairly so as nine-tenths of the great savings which 
are attributed to his superior economy. But more of thi« 
hereafter. 

What important institutions have the Radicals at- 
tempted to destroy? The Navy is their favorite means 
of national defence, which they are willing to increase as 
fast as the resources and circumstances of the country will 
admit or require. On this point, however, there seemi^ 
to be but one opinion in Cong:''e4. '/ £tf * 

Nine-tenths of the Members of Congress cheriSi the ^ 
Military Academy at West Point as an institution which 
does honor to the nation. It is true a few gentlemen 
from the West have shewn some opposition to this estab- 
lishment, chiefly, it is believed, on account of its location^ 
and it is not to be denied that, on that ground, those 
gentlemen have some cause of complaint. 

As to the Indian Department, it was established 
and long supported from motives of humanity; but for 
sonie years past it had become so expensive, so useless^ 
so corrupt, and so totally inadequate to the purposes for 
which it was instituted, that gentlemen of all parties con- 
curred in a wish to change die system. A law for that 
purpose has been passed by the constituted autliorities, 
and no doubt will receive the' sanction of the nation. 

But the Secretary of War wanted money, money, 
beau coup de Vargent; and a refusal to grant it, consti- 
tutes the chief crime of the Radicals. The refusal, espe- 
cially, to grant him 8183,925, to enable him to recruit 
5,000 men for the service of the year 1 820, is never to be 
forgiven, as it led him into a labyrinth of difficulties. — 
But although those members who voted against this 
appropriation will never be forgiven by the Secretary, it 



34 

is possible they may be by their constituents, when the 
circumstances of the case shall be known* 

Attbe coiuniencement of the year 1817 the stand- 
ing amounted to - - - - 10,024 men 

In the years 1817, *18, and '19, there were re* 

cruited 12,481 



22,508 
At the close ot' the year 1819 the army amounted to 8,688 

Exhibiting: a loss in three years of - - - 13,817 

Of these probably 3,000 were discharged on the expira- 
tion of their term of service. The residue, amounting to 
10,817 men, were lost by desertion, di owning, shooting, 
and other causualties. 1 he expense of recruiting the 
number thus lost would amount, 

In bounties and premiums, ut $14 each, to - $157,438 00 
In other expenses of recruiting", as for quar- 
ters, fuel, straw^ bunks, &c. for the 
^ ^%ypL^ recruits, at $^78^ each, to - - -'246,465 29 

'*" ^ Whole expense of recruiting:- - - $397,903 29 
Upon a calculation that these recruits served 
on- year upon an average before they 
deserted or were otherwise lost to 
tl>e service, tltcirpav, subsistence, 
. clothing', mecliciuK, &c. at $250 each, 
would amount to - -2,704,250 00 



Making in all $3,102,953 29 

exi)ended without producing tlie least beneficial result to 
the country. 

Calculations like these alarmed a majority of both 
Houses of Congress, who feared to waste the public 
treasure, and who dreaded a resort to loans or taxes in 
time of peace. They believed that the most culpable 
mismanagement existed, either in the administration of 
the War Department or among ihe officers of the Army. 
They believed that an army in which it w^as necessary 
to recruit nearly half their number every year, could be 
of no sersdce to the country in war or peace. And they 
believed that an army comiweed of such perishable ma- 
terials ought to be reduced and not iccreased. At such 
a time, and under such circumstances, did the Secretary 
of War ask an appropriation for recruiting 5,0Q0 men. 

Whatever Congress might owe to the official sta- 
tion of the Secretary, they owed more to themselves and 
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to Ifeeir constituents. They considered it a direKction of 
their duty to grant the full amount of this appropriation. 
Had they authorized the recruiting of 5,000 men by 
granting bl83,925 for that purpose, they would have 
been bound to make much greater appropriations for the 
pay, subsistence, and closing of these recruits; for a 
year or two at least, until they should have time to desert 

Congress determined very properly to authorize the 
recruiting of no mcare than 1,500 men; but the Secretary 
determined to recruit more than twice that number. In 
doing this he discovered great devoticMi to the wishes of 
the Army, but very little to the will of Congress or the 
interest of the country. 

The facts already stated are certainly , sufficient 
to justify Congress in refusing to grant the full appro- 
priation for recruiting five thou^sana men. Yet there 
were other circumstances which had great weight in 
twinging them to this decision, as well as to the 
determination to reduce the Army. They had heard 
reports of gross abuses practised by the officers of the 
Army in the expenditure of the public money, and in 
the destruction of public property; and they had heard 
accounts of cruel punishments, such as flowing, crop- 
ping, branding, drowning, and shooting, inflicted upon 
the soldiers by the officers, in direct violation of the laws 
of the United States. Whoever will be at the trouble of 
reading the trial of Col. William King before a General 
Court Martial, in December, 1^19, and his printed letter 
to the President of the United States, will find abundant 
reasons for such reports. This trial, laid before the 
House of Representatives at their request, on the Sd day 
of May, 1820, may be found among the prmted docu- 
ments of Congress. The most material circumstances 
of the trial, however, were known at Washington some 
months earlier. 

At present I shall notice no more of this trial than 
respects the illegal punishments and excessive cruelties 
inflicted upon the soldiers of the Army. 
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Col. King was convicted on several charges and 
specifications, and, among others, on the following: 

<< 1 hat he did sanction the proceedings of a general court martial in the 
case of Newley, a private in the 4th infantry, who was found guilty of deser- 
tion, and sentenced to have his head shaved, his lefb ear to be cut from his 
head, to receive fifty lashes, and then to be drummed out of the service; and 
did approve of the said sentence, but was pleased to remit all the punish- 
ment except fifty lashes." 

" of failing and refusing (although thereunto requested) to investigate 
the cause and manner of the death of Charles Mason, a private in the 4th re- 
l^iment of United States infantry, who was inhumanly drowned in the harbor 
of Pensacola, while undergoing a ducking, which was carried to such ex- 
cess, as to deprive him of life, and was inflicted by order joT Lieut. Lear, and 
executed by Sergeant Stark, without the form or authority of a court martial, 
and entirely on his own responsibility; and, although Major Dinkins, then 
commanding in Pensacola, immediately arrested said Lieutenant and Sergeant 
. imtilthe return of the said Col. Kin^from Montpelier; yet, nevertheless, the 
said Col. King, totally failing, refusmg, and neglecting to do his duty, had 
them both released, without any trial or legal investigation." 

*< That the said Col, King being then commanding ofEcer of the pro- 
vince of West Florida, did fail, refuse and neglect to cause an immediate in- 
quiry into the circumstances attending the death of Neil Cameron, a deser- 
ter from the 4th regiment of United States Infantry, who was in the most in- 
human and cruel manner put to death by Sergeant Childress, altliougb said 
Cameron made no resistence, but begged to be taken back and tried for his 
oiFence, by a general Court Martial." 

" That the said Col. King did, on or about the 1st day of March, 1819» 
order Lie: >t. A. M. Houston, acting assistant deputy quarter master general , 
to pay Sergeant Childress, of the 4th regiment of United States Infantry, the 
sum of thirrty dollars, which he alledges was for the apprehension and delive- 
ry of Neil Cameron, a private of the first battallion company, 4th regiment 
infantry; when, in fact, said Sergeant Childress had put the said Cameron, to 
death, on or about the 16th day of September, 1818, in the woods about 16 
or 17 miles from Pensacola; and never bad delivered him to any officer of 
the United States army, as the regulations required, biit left him unburied 
where he had shot him--^all of which circumstances the said Col. King was 
well apprised." 

Thomas Mitchell, a private in the 4th infantry, a witness on the part 
of the prosecution, testified '* that he was sent with Charles Mason in the 
morning, to see that he washed himself; he had been in the stocks all night; 
and while he was down washing himself. Sergeant Starksand another man 
came down with a rope; the Sergeant ordered us to tie Mason's liands and 
feet' we only tied his hands and kept him under water 'till we cried out to 
Serjeant Starks to let him take breath; he replied * keep him under the wa- 
ter, if you don't; I v^ ill come in and duck you.* Afterwards witness told him 
he was so near drowned, it was not worth while ducking him any more, and 
he was ordered to fetch him out then; when we were fetching him o^t, we 
both had hold of him, and the Sergeant ordered us to let him go. He fell 
and sunk under water, and we grabbed him as soon as we could, and we took 
him out and rolled him on a barrel awhile, but he was dead." Question by 
the Court — " Was he* dead when you lei him go, or did you observe any- 
life in him?" Answer— «• He was not dead vvhe . we let him go." 

Cornelius Jackson, a private in the 4th regiment. United States infantry, 
testitied, *• that he was one of the party who was sent in pursuit of Neil Ca- 
meron, private, of the 4th infantry; that the party came upon him about 15 
miles from Pensacola, whik- he was asleep; does not know who gave the or- 
der. Our order was wrote by Major Dinkins, which was, if we ca.ae up with 
im in the bounds of Spun, we were to put him to instant death, but if he was 



Aut of the limits of SpfdOi we were to take him. hack aa prisoner, we waked 
him up and a^ked him if he had not deserted, and he said he had; we aHked 
him if he did not consider himself a prisoner, and he said he did Sergeant 
ChUdress told him that he had ordera to put hire to instant death; he begged 
to be taken back as a prisoner (sajrin|^ he waa on his return to Pensacola) 
and tried by a court martial, and receive such punishment as a court might 
put on him Sergeant Childress said it was not worth while, for if he was, he 
would be put to death as soon as he got back. Cameron suid, if he was, it 
would give him a few days to repent of his drunkenness and bad doings.— 
Witness saw Sergeant Childress' determination was to shoot him, and witness 
toM Sergeant Childress to let Cameren read the order himself and he still 
liegged to be taken back as a prisoner; — then Sergeant Childress ordered 
witness to shoot him, and witness could not do it; — he did not see any occa- 
sion for it, for Cameron had given himself up as a prisoner. Childress took 
the gun out of witness' hand and stepped round him, while he was sitting 
down, and snapped it at Cameron's breast twice. Sergeant Childress han£ 
ed back the ^un and told-witness to discharge it; he told witness to load her 
again, and witness done so. 'Jameronthen made this reply tohiin; * Ser- 
geant Childress you have snapped your gun at me a second time, now take 
me home as a prisoner if you please.' He told him it was more than he could 
do, for his order would not allow of it; Sergeant Childress stepped round to 
Cameron as he was sitting down, and says I wish I had a heart as big a miU 
stone, and blowed him tluough;— then we returned to Pensacola as quick at 
we coidd; we reported to the commanding officer what we had done, and he 
sud we had done exactly right." 

Question by the prosecutor — ** Did you bury him or leave him where 
you had shot him; and ^d Col. King pass you on the road as you were re* 
turning, and had he any conversation with the Sergeant or yourself on die 
subject of shooting Cameron?" 

Answer — ** We left him where we shot him, unburied; Col. King did 
not pass us on our return." 

Question by the prosecutor—** Did you not receive in March last at this 
post, fifteen dollars from Sergeant Childress, as part of the reward for ap* 
prebending Neil Cameron?" Answer — <* I (fid." 

Col. King did not seem to consider his conduct as 
even censurable. In his defence he says: 

** There is not, Mr. President, in the United States, a camp, a garrison 
or a corj^s, in which corporal punishment, by stripes or lashes, has not been 
necessanly resorted to smce 1812. I defy my accuser to produce an orderly 
book of the army, that does not bear the record of sentences similar to those 
I sanctioned. Every Generel inl service well knows, that lashes are daily 
inflicted throughout the army. Why if it is improper Las it never been fbr- 
bidden? Because the law does not prohibit it." V In October 1818, Genl. 
Quhes my commanding officer, approved the sentence ef a general court 
martial, which awarded to a deserter the penalty of being branded on koih 
cheeks and the forehead trith the letter />. I hold in my hand. Sir, that officers 
approval of a sentence, which dirrects that an offenders ears shall be cut off 
as close to his head as possible. What law, Mr. President, authorizes such 
punbhment? None, What law prohibits it? None. Then, sir, those ca- 
ses are precisely on the same footing, except that the punishment which 
sanctioned, is usual and customary, whereas the other is unusual and severe.* 

This convenient rule for construing the laws of the 
United States was not peculiar to Col. King. It is to be 
hoped, however, it did not prevail to the extent he repre- 
sents. By the 7th section of an act of Confess of the 
16th May, 1812, so much of the act fbr establishing rules 
and articles for the government of the Armies of the 
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Umted States as authorizes the infliction erf* corporal 
punishment by stripes and lashes, was repealed. The 
officers had no authority to inflict such punishment by sta- 
tute. It is probable, however, they exercised this power 
under some unwritten common law of the Army. The 
meaning of the 7th section of the act of 1812 could not 
have been misunderstood by a single officer of the Army. 
But the will of Congress seems to have but little weight 
with any part of our Military Establishment, from the 
Head rfthe War Department to the lowest commission- 
ed officer. 

Col. King, in his letter to the President of the Um- 
ted States, attempts to justify the act of putting Neil 
Cameron to death, and aduiits that he did, ^^ in several 
instances^ give orders to put deserters to death on the 
spotf if overtaken in the province ofFlorida^ And adds: 

** Even the Government, to whom my order was early reported, by a 
busy meddler, appears to have viewed my conduct with no evil eye, until it was 
goaded on to the measure of an arrest, by the outcry of newspaper scribblers, 
and the threats, if I am correctly informed of two facti^tu deina^oguet in Cori' 
gre98\ else why after demanding from me a report on the subject, in March 
1819, was the business permitted to slumber until the August following, more 
l^an thirteen months after the order was given," 

These Factious JJemagof^ues^ no doubt, were 
Madicals. who, in the opinion of Col. King, were disturb- 
ing the wholesome discipline of the Army. 

As to the charge of having ordered thirty dollars to 
be paid to Sergeant Childress, he exclaims — 

♦* In the name of Heaven, wherein consists the guilt of this transactidn? 
Under the regulations of the Department of War, thirty dollars is the reward 
paid tor the apprehension and delivery of a deserter. The party sent in pur- 
suit of Cameron were orderetl to put him to death — ^they fulfilled the order, 
and were as justly entitled to the reward, as if they had, under ordinaiy cir- 
cumstances, delivered him. The propriety of the order has nothing to do 
with the payment of the regard; and to have withheld the thirty dollars, 
would have been punish the Sergeant forthe faithful performance of his duty.** 

Col. King was mistaken s^ to the light in which his 
conduct was viewed by the government; for, although it 
is true that the House of Reprei^entatives pressed upon 
the War Department the necessity of ascertaining the 
truth of reports which had reached them of abuses in the 
army, it is but justice to the Secretary to state, that, as 
soon as he had authentic information that an order had 
been issued by Col King to shoot deserters, he did, in 
March, 1819, direct an enquiry into the feet, and, in the 
August fcllowmg, ordered a Court Martial, before which 
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Col. King was tried, convicted, and sentenced to be sus- 
pended, from all rank, pay, and emoluments, for five 
years. But it is not known that any others have been 
punished for these offences. Although the orders to 
shoot deserters whereever found in the province of West 
Florida were frequent, yet it does not appear that any 
one wis actually obeyed except in the case of Neil Ca- 
meron; but this furnishes no excuse for the officers who 
gave the orders. 

On the 8th of June, 1820, the President of the Uui- 
ted States, in compliance with a resolution of the House 
of Representatives, laid before them a report of execu- 
tions which had been inflicted in the Army since the year 
1815, in which we find many cases of illegal and cruel 
punishments. 

These facts, which the public ought to know, shew 
how rapidly abuses grow up in an Army, and how im- 
portant it is, upon every principle of humanity as well 
as economy, that our peace establishment should be 
upon as small a footing as a* regard for the safety of the 
country will admit. Such was the policy of Jefferson — 
such ought to be the policy of the nation —such is the 
policy of the party in Congress who are denounced as 
Radicals. 

And shall the members thus denounced, who, 
with all this information, and much more of the same 
kind, before them, voted against recruiting 5,000 men in 
1820, and in favor of reducing the Army to 6,000 in 
1821 — shall these men be condemned by dieir constitu- 
ents as the destroyers of useful establishments — and yet, 
for these, with other offences of a like character, they are 
pursued and persecuted by the Secretary of War and his 
hireling editors. 

As early as the 17th of April, 1818, the Secretarj^ 
was called upon by a resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, offered by Mr. Trimble, of Kentucky, to re- 
port whether any, and, if any, what, reduction might be 
made in the Military Peace Establishment of the United 
States, with safety to the public service. In answer to 
4»vhich he made his report of the 1 1th of December, 1818, 
in which he gives it as his opinion that 
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<< A reduction of the expense of the present establishment; cannot be 
made wtih 9(\f9t$ t» the public terviee, by rsdhicing th$ army,** And '* that ^e 
ezpence of our military establishment cannot be materially reduced wtkout 
if^ry to the public tervicef by reducing the pay and emoluments of the offi* 
cersand solmers.'* 

An eflFort was made, however, to reduce the Army 
in the session of 18 18 and ^19| which was successfully 
resisted by the Secretary, in part by the official weight of 
his character, but much more by lus address, and mat of 
his friends, in producing an impression that the Presi- 
dent of the United States was opposed to any reduction. 

In 1820 the Secretary was directed to report, at the 
next session, a plan for reducing the army to 6,000. men^ 
by a resolution offered by Mr. Clay. Kentucky $eems 
to be the head quarters of Radicalism. 

In 1821 the Army was reduced froip 10,000 to 
6,000 men, although the ten thousand were as much wan- 
ted then as they were in 1818. 

The reduction in numbers was two-fifths, but the 
expense of the Army was not diminished 'm the same 
proportion, because the reduction fell chiefly on the rank 
and file, while nearly all the officers* — ^the most expensive 
part — remained in service. The reduction of expense, 
however, must exceed half a million of dollars a year. 

It seems, after all, that the President was not oppo- 
sed to the reduction; for, in his Message ci the 3d Ue- 
cember, 1822, he says: 

** The org^anizatiou of the several corps, composing the army, is such as 
to admit its expansion to a great extent, in case of emergency, the officers 
carrying with them all the light which they possess, to the new corps to 
which they might be appointed. Wiih the organization of the staff there it 
equal tame to betatitJSed.** 

If the Secretary was right in his report in 181 8, that 
the Army could not be reduced with safety to the public 
service^ then Congress have been guifey o^ an OTence 
against him and against the nation. But if the reduc- 
tion has been made without danger to the public service , 
then has the Secretary much to answer for at the bar of 
the public. 

CASSIUS. 



NO. IV. 

'^ Oreat savings in the War D&partmenV^ 

Columbia Telescope. 

\ ♦ 

. Whatever may be said of the conduct of Mr. Cal- 
houn's friends, their courage will not be called in ques« 
tion« 

► ■ 

To pass off upon the American people (he most 
magnificent^ the most visionary, and the most extrava:;atit 
Secretary of W^ar we have ever had, as a model of pru- 
denee and economy, required a bold defiance of public 
opinion^ of which our history happily aftords but few 
examples. 

As the Secretary's economy is the weakest part of 
his character, his friends, with military skill, haVe turned 
the whole of their artillery to the defence of this point. 

Every thing that has had a tendencv to reduce the 
expenses of the Army^ has been ascribed to the superior 
management of Mr. Calhoun. All the retrenchments 
Introduced by the Radical Vlembers of Congress, bave 
been attributed to his economy. The money saved by 
the reduction of the Army, which heobstinately opposed^ 
is carried to his credit. Whatever we have gained by 
finvorable seasons, abundant crops, and the reduced price 
of provisions, is claimed as the work of this economical 
Secretary; and should it rain manna in the wilderness, 
which may be wanted for the. support of our tbix;es there, 
it will be considered as so much gained by him on account 
of subsistetice, and recorded among his ^^ great savings 
in the War Department '' 

No small part of the Secretary's great savings hag 
been attributed to the establishm'^nt of the Commissariat 
•ystem in 1818. Whatever merit (here may be in the estab^ 
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lishment of that system, it is dae almost exclusively to 
GoL Williams, late a very able and patriotic Henator 
from I'ennessee; and certainly affords no strong reason 
for exalting Mr. Galboqn. 

If there has been any great saving under this system^ 
the Qvedit is due to the management of the Commissary 
General, Mr. Gibson, who is truly a man of business and 
economy. But surely Mr. Calboun is not tp l^e made 
President of the United States, because George Gibson 
is a very good Commissary General. 

The rapidity with which the old Army accounts 
have been brought to a close, is owing chiefly to the dili- 
gence of the Third Auditor, Peter Hagner, an intelligent 
industrious, and vigilant officer, and who was so before 
Mr. CalhouU: was known in the War Department. 

All the credit due to^ these officers, kni all otheiflF- 
attached to the War Department, is carefully collected to 
form a stock of merit for the Army Candidate^ in this his' 
time of need; but to be restored, with interest, as soon a* 
be shall become President of the United States; 

These great savings, which are attributed to the 
Secretary of War, sound well in debate, and look well^ 
upon paper, — but will not bear the test of examination. 

In the Columbia Telescope, of s. Carolina, of- l6th 
April, 18SS, by way of shewing what immense savings- 
mr. Calhoun h»s made for the nation, we have the foU 
lowing statement of the expenditures of the Army for five 
years — 

*« »or the year 1818 - - . #3,70^,495,04 

1819 - . . 3,384,731,95 

1820 : - - 2,816,414,11 

1821 - - - I,18O,OS0,53 
Estimate for 1822 - . - 1,800,424,85*' 

ITie good People of South Carolina^ who verily be- 
lieve, that they have ^^ given to the nation, theablest man 
who ever filled the War Department;'* also believe that* 
this great man by his superior economy, has made all the 
reductioii in the expenditures of the army, that would ap- 
pear, by the above statement; and that in 18SS for in- 
stance, he saved to the nation nearly two millions of 
yftollars. 
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The sum of .expenditares for f 939, is »«,ai;ed hy eB- 
timatey that is, by guess work, and is too low, by nearly 
ISO^OOO Dollars; and the sums stated for tSSO and 21^ 
arii still more remote from the truth, as will appear from 
more authentic statements, made by Mr. Calhoun's friends 
at Wasfaiagton. 

I'he day before this great display of Mr » Calhoun^l 
savings was made in South Carolina, a i^imilar display 
was made at the Seat of Government. Mr. Sterling, of 
New Foit, Mr. Calhoun's confidential friend, in a 
flqpeech in the House of i ^ epresentetives, by way of shew- 
ing <^ that the expences of the army had been reduced to 
an extenty and with a rapidity truly ^urprixing^^^ gives 
tiie following statements:^ 

. ^' Cost per man. Reduction. 

*451,00 for the year 1818 — 

434,79 . 1819 * «16,87 

315,88 . 1820 - 135,69 

287,02 - 1821 - 164,55. 

399^46 - 1822 - 153,11 

** The proportion of the officers to the men in 1822, beings greater than 
before, prerents the result of that year from being as favorable m prior to 
that time. 

« Again{ the whole expences of the army since 1818, have decreased as 
folio W8,. via— 

« 1818 - ^,702,495,04 No. of Army 8,199 

1819 - 3,663,735,16 - - - 8,428 

1820 - 3,061,884,00 - - - 9,693 

1821 . 2,327,552,13 - - - 8,109 

1822 . 1,929,179^1 - - - 6,441" 

^rhis statement, although very erroneous, particu- 
larly in the last item, is a muoh nearer approach to the 
truth than that of South Carolina. Mr. Sterling was at 
'the seat of government, aud had the best opportunities of 
acquiring information. His statemeuts have a more im- 
posing appearance, and have had mol« weight than any 
others upon this subject, and therefore are more worthy of 
examination. 

The first thing that strikes us, in looking at these 
statements, is, that the whole come within the period of 
Mr. Calhoun's administration of the War Department^ 
and alford us the opportunity tf comparing Mr* Calhoun 

'n il I 11 

/tSeeKational InteUigeneer, 23d April, 1822. 
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of 1818 i^rith Mr. Calhoun of 1829, by wbich it would 
appear that, between those two periods, he bad altered 
bis practical economy much for the better. 

If the affairs of his IJepartment, however, were not 
managed in 1833 with more economy than they sbonld 
have been, which will not be pretended, then they mnst 
bave been msinaged with the utmost profusion and extra- 
vegapce in 1818 and '19. 

If the Army was not supported in 1818 more eco- 
nomically than at the rate of 451 dollars per mau« under 
a contract system, in time of profound peace, it must have 
been because that system was badly administered 

The Commissariat s,\ stem began to go into opera- 
tion in that year. I'he Commissary tireneral, and other 
officers subordinate to him, were appointed and under 
pay, and no doubt performed s ^me services. It must be 
all iwed, however, that the beneficial effects of the Hystem 
could not be immo.diately realized. But in 1819 the 
system was in full operation, and yet very li^le improve- 
ment tben took place in the expenditures of the War 
Department; not more than should have resulted from the 
reduced price of all articles necessary for the support of 
an Army at that time. 

Under a well regulated contract system, in time of 
peace, the \rmy may be as cheaply, but perhaps not as 
well, supplied as under a Commissariat system. In fact 
the present Commissariat system, so far as it respects the 
purchase of supplies for the Army, is essentially a con- 
tract system, as will appear by the 7th section of the act 
of the iUh ^pril, 1318, regulating the Staff of the Army, 
viz: '^ That the supplies for the Army, unless in parti- 
cular and urgent cases, the Secretary of War should 
otherwise direct, shall be purchased by contract to be 
made by the Commissary GeneraL on public notice, to bp 
delivered, on inspection^ in bulk, and at such places am 
shall be stipulnted; which contract shall be made under 
such regulations as the Secretary of War shall direct." 

* he most important difference between the two sys- 
tems is this: that under the one, the conti:^ct8 for supj'lies 
were made by the immediate direction of the Secretary^ 
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War — ^ander the ottier^ by the immediate directioiicyf the 
Gor.missary General; which^ for the time being, is cer- 
tainly a great improvement 

In 1819 the exfiense of supporting the Army, und^^ 
the Commissariat system, was at the rate of g434 70 per 
man. In IS^^ under the same system, it was at the rate 
of 2899' 46 per man* And Mr. sterling was truly sur- 
prized that it cost us so little in the latter year, but forgot 
to be surprized that it cost us so much in the former. 

T^ pay ot' a p.PTate is 5 dollars per month — (or 

the year r - - - - $60 00 

In 1822 the rations might hare been had at 12 

eents each - - - - - - 4380 

Clothing at $1 75 per month . - . - 21 00 

Other expenses, estimated at - - - ' - 5 20 

$130 00 

The privates ought to cost us annually about 130 
dollars each. 

In 18SS the average expense of the Army, officers 
included, was at the rate of SS99 40 ^say 300 dollars) 
per man. Kut this, Mr. telling's opinion to the con- 
trary notwithstanding, was much more than it ought to 
have been. 

v\ ill our farmers and planters, whose hnrd earnings 
are tahen to support an Army of six thousand men at the 
annual rate of 3 )C) dollars eaci. be persuaded that their 
money, in this case, is expended with a degree of econo- 
my truly surpriztng? 

The epuntry labors under great occuaiary distress, 
from which we cannot anticipate any speedy relief — the 
produce of agriculture sells at a price that will scarcely de. 
fraythe expense of iransportingit to market — and at no pe- 
no period of our history could the articles necessary fop 
clothing our troops be had at so cheap a rate And is our 
Anny still to cost us at the rate of three hundred dollars 
per man? 

Unless the articles qecessary for the support of an 
Army shall command a bettr price than they have for 
two or three years past, the Army can aivl must be sup- 
ported at a cheaper rate than it has been. 

But. if three hundred dollars per man be considered 
as a reasonable rate of expenditure for 18S3, how is the 
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Secretary to ftccoani for his extravagance io 1619? WhjT 
should our troops cost us S13d M more per man hi that 
year than in the year 182S? Why this waste (tf public 
money? 

Had it been the object of Mr* Sterling to shew tort^ 
people whose money mant support our stending Army^ 
the profusion and extravaganee of the Siecretary in ISlSi 
'199 &nd '20, he could not have done it more effectually 
than by the statements he has exhibited. 

Well may Mr. Calhoun exclaim^ ^^ Save |ae from 
my friends.*' 

For once 1 will endeavor to do it^ by removing some 
of the unfavorable impressions which these statements 
are calculated to make« 

'^^I'he Army, according to Mr. Hterling's statement^ 
in 1818« cost ns per men 8491 00 — ^in the year 18SS. 
2S99 46— making a difference of ii5i 54. But the 
whole 6t this difference ougnt not to be charged to th^. 
-extravagance of the ISecretary of War. 

In the first place, Mr. Sterling has swelled up the 
aggregate of the Army for t8SS beyond the limit of ita 
organization, which, under the law of the 2od Marcb^ 
18S^, isfix^d at 6,183 men, officers included, as appears 
by the return of the acting Adjutant General of the 9th of 
November, 182S. 

The ranks of the Army, however, will rarely be full 
agreeably to this organization. In 18S2 the aggregate . 
of the Army amounted to 5,311 men, officers included. 
This appears by the return of the acting Adjutant Ge- 
neral of the ISth of November, 18S2. And this return^ 
signed by the acting \ djutant General, to make it very 
strong is also signed by the Major General, but in what 
capacity, whether as Commander in Chief, or as assistant 
licting Adjutant General, does not api>ear by the record. 
It goes, however, to shew that the Major General has 
•omethiug to do at Wa$inngton, notwithstanding all the 
Radicals have said to the contrary. 

Mr. Sterlifli^s rate of expense per man for 18*2 
should bd iucreased more than 30 per cent: that is, he 
should have divided the whole expense of the Army for 
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that year by S^li, fbe actatfl number of men in service, 
instead of 6^448, his estimated number. This would^ 
give the sum of 8i|M|lil^ and reduce the difference from^I^^^ 
S151 54 to 880 79 cents per man. ^ 

There are other circum Ances ta be taken into th* 
calculation* To make up the annual amounts of the ex* 
penditares of the Army^ from Which Mr. Stirling hat 
taken his rates of expense, he includes the chat ges for 
flie pay, subsintence, forage, bounties, and premiums, 
and other expenses of recruiting— Hospital department 
contmgencies and quarter roaster's department, but ex- 
cludes the expense of the Military Academy. 

In the year 1818, the transportation account of the 
officers alone, amounted to ^43,341. In 188S, to a com* 
paratively small sum. 

In the year 1818, the recruitiftg service cost S105,* 
878. In 1888j no more than 823,579 —Most of the con- 
.tingeht expenses of the army were greater in 1818, than 
in 18SS. 

It is not doubted, but that the Ohnmissary General, 
has made considerable savings in his Department, by his 
care and diligence in forming contracts for supplies. If 
to all this, we add, what has oeen gained by the reduction 
in the pricos of all articles necessary, for the supply of 
an army since 1818, about 33 1-3 per cent, on an ave* 
rage, we shall find that Mr. Sterling's great difference in 
the rate of the expense of the army in 1818 and 1822, can 
be accounted for, without considering Mr. Calhoun more 
• extrnyagant in the foimer year than in the latter, or more 
economical in the latter year than in the former. 

In fact, so far as regards his particular agency, there 
seems to be but little change in his aystem of economy, 
either for the better or the worse, since he came into office. 
But there are certain supposed great savings upon a 
variety of contracts, the merit of which more exclusively 
belongs to the Secretary. 

In a debate on the contract for delivering stone at the 
Rip Raps, one of his friends declared ^^ that he was au< 
thorized to say, that, if Mr. Mix had not taken this con- 
tract, a loss would have been occasioned to the United 
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States of 7*^9^00 dollars— the contract having; been taken 
by Mr ix ai half a dollar per percb less than was jast 
^•^y ^ J about to be contracted for by amilMi^rson.'' 

That this circumstance has not been published among 
the strong reasons for rsl&jn^ Mr. Calhoun to the Presi- 
dency, may possibly be owing to the great modesty of his 
friends. As, however^ they seem in a fair way to reco- 
ver of that, we may still have these 7^^000 dollars exhi- 
bited among the great savings in the War Department. 
After which, we may also have an account of great sav- 
ings cm other contracts for fortifications. On the ccmt act 
for advancing the public money to build a Powder Mill 
for Mr. Buzzard. On the contracts for cannon, howit- 
zers, shot shells. &c. for the last five years; and more ea« 
pecially un the contracts with the Messrs. Jonhsons, for 
transporting our army from -t. I.onis to Council BlufiTs; 
all which will require an impartial and careful examina* 
tiom GAHHIITB. 
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